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EDUCATION
Current
PhD student, Biology, University of California, Los Angeles. Degree

anticipated spring of 2009. Thesis: The Role of Obligatory Chemical Cues

in Intertidal Predator-prey Interactions

Advisors: Dr. Richard Zimmer and Dr. Cheryl Ann Zimmer

2005

Stanford University PISCO Biomechanics, Physiology, and Genetics of

Intertidal Organisms

2005

Master of Science, Biology, California State University Northridge. 

Thesis: Effects of Flow Microhabitats on Algal Community Structure and

morphology.
Advisor: Dr. Robert C. Carpenter.

2002

Bachelor of Science, Marine Resources and Development, University of

Rhode Island, May 2002.
Advisor: Dr. Emily Carrington

2000

Cornell University/ University of New Hampshire Tropical Marine

Science

AREAS OF RESEARCH SPECIALIZATION

Biomechanics of benthic organisms


Hydrodynamics of nearshore habitats


Community ecology


Protein extraction and purification

Chemical Communication

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Teaching Associate: Guided and instructed laboratory classes in: Invertebrate Zoology, Introductory Biology (Biology 100, 101, 106, 107), Anatomy, Marine ecology
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

University of California, Los Angeles, 2005-present: PhD Research


•  Conducted ecological monitoring of intertidal population from Cambria, CA to


    Malibu CA.


• Successfully extracted and purified Barnacle Settlement Inducing Protein


   Complex (SIPC). Assayed SIPC for its role in the foraging behavior of an


   important intertidal predator.

California State University, Northridge, 2002-2005: M.S. Research
•  Developed methods to quantify small scale variations in fluid velocities within

    the kelp forest to determine how alteration in flow facilitates algal morphology,

    biomechanics, and community structure.

• Aided in the collection of data on understory algal community structure.

   Developed methods to measure in situ growth of algae in varying light and flow

   environments inside and outside Eisenia arborea canopies. 
   Dr Robert C. Carpenter, supervisor.

University of Rhode Island, 2000-2002: B.S. Research
• Collected data on the seasonality of mussel byssal thread tenacity between

   exposed and sheltered sites, as well as gonad weight in response to wave action.
   Dr. Emily Carrington, supervisor.

Cornell University, 2000: Tropical Marine Science 

•  Participated in long term coral reef ecology monitoring project

•  Developed technique for measure coral disease growth in situ 

ABSTRACTS AND PRESENTATIONS
Ferrier, G.A., R.C. Carpenter. Effect of Flow Microhabitats on the Morphology and Community Structure of Benthic Algae. Talk Presented at the 2003 Western Society of Naturalist Annual Meeting

Ferrier, G.A., R.C. Carpenter. Effects of Benthic Structure on Fluid Velocities Within the Kelp Forrest. Talk Presented at the 2004 Benthic Ecology Meetings.

Ferrier, G.A., R.C. Carpenter. Going with the Flow: Examining Microhabitat Morphology with Respect to Drag, Thallus Compaction, and Dislodgement Strength. Poster Presented at the 2004 Western Society of Naturalist Annual Meeting.
ACADEMIC SERVICE
· Committee Member of URI Provost Undergraduate Grant Allocation board, University of Rhode Island, (spring 2002)

· Marine Biology Graduate Student Association Representative to CSU, Northridge Associated students, (Fall 2002-Spring 2003)

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS
2001   R.I. Sea Grants, undergraduate research program, Seasonal Predation

     Variations of Three Major Intertidal Predators and It’s effects on mussel bed

     stability.

2003   PADI Foundation, grants in aid of research, Variations in Algal Morphology

     and Diversity Across Flow Microhabitats.

2003   CSUN-GRIP, mini grant, Variations in Algal Morphology and Diversity

     Across Flow Microhabitats.

2004   PADI Foundation, grants in aid of research, Effects of Flow Microhabitat

      Algal Morphology on Drag and Thallus Compaction.

2005   UCLA Graduate PhD Fellowship
2001    URI Provost Outstanding Undergraduate Research Award.  

2004    CSU-statewide  Honorable Mention Research Symposium

